
                                                                                        
Skills Test 2 
 
 

Listening (10 - 15 mins) 
 
I Listen  to the briefing and write T (if it is true), F (if it is false) or NG (if there is no 
   information on this) next to the statements. (0) is an example.  
 

(0) There is always somebody working in the Ops Room. _T_ 

(1) People prefer night shifts. ____ 

(2) They carry weapons even when exercising. ____  

(3) Rules of engagement training is every Tuesday from 0830 to 1000. ____ 

(4) There are obligatory work parties three times a week. ____ 

(5) You can buy alcohol on base. ____                                                                   

 
 
II Listen to the interview and circle the correct option. (0) is an example.  
 
(0) The topic of the interview is: 
      a) army units 
      b) commands and orders 
      c) safety procedure 
 
(6) The first question to the lieutenant colonel is about: 
      a) the most dangerous order he had to follow 
      b) the most difficult order he had to give 
      c) the difficulty of being a soldier 
 
(7) The lieutenant colonel’s friend was killed in: 
      a) a traffic accident 
      b) an explosion 
      c) a gunfight 
 
(8) The checkpoint reported: 
      a) a group of riders 
      b) an attack on the checkpoint 
      c) an attack on the command post 
 
(9) The lieutenant colonel didn’t want to leave his post because: 
      a) his unit was not ready 
      b) he couldn’t contact his commander 
      c) of the lack of men to cover all the checkpoints 
 
(10) The lieutenant colonel wanted to disobey the order to leave the zone because:  
      a) it was against the Geneva Convention 
      b) the new team was unprepared 
      c) he didn’t know how to negotiate         5 

        5 



Reading (30 mins) 
 
 
I Read the text and circle the correct option. (0) is an example. 
 
The first rule to remember is that all military operations should be conducted according to the laws of 

war. Rule number one: conduct all military operations according to the laws of war.  

Secondly, all necessary action should be taken by the CO for the unit to be ready for self-defence at all 

times. This means that rifles should be kept clean, all vehicles should be maintained for immediate use, 

so that the unit can defend itself at all times. 

Thirdly, peacekeeping forces will only open fire if they are fired upon. They will never open fire 

against anyone unless they are attacked first.  

Rule number four: Only the minimum force required to carry out the mission will be used. Remember, 

it is very easy to forget what is happening or where you are under stress, but a soldier from the UN 

peacekeeping forces can never use more than the minimum force required to carry out the mission. 

The last two rules of engagement refer to treatment of the local people. Rule number five: All people 

should be treated with respect. This rule is for everyone: other peacekeepers, local police, civilians and 

also hostile persons. Finally, rule number six: Civilians can only be detained for security reasons or in 

self-defence. This refers specifically to these hostile elements. You can only detain such persons if 

they are firing at you, and your life – or the life of others – is at risk, that is to say, only in self-defence 

or to protect the civilian population.  

 
        (0) The first important rule of engagement is to keep it   
             a) legal b) simple c) conflicting 
 
        (1) The unit should always be prepared to 
             a) check their equipment b) defend themselves  c) manoeuvre 
 
        (2) The unit must never 
             a) shoot first            b) shoot near peacekeepers  c) light a fire 
 
        (3)  A UN soldier should  
             a) not forget                   b) withdraw when              c) not use any more force    
                about his unit                    under stress                       than it is necessary 
 
        (4) Local population must be 
             a) respected     b) respectful c) protected from hostile persons’ disrespect 
 
        (5) Civilians can be detained if 
             a) their lives are at risk   b) they attack you       c) they feel insecure 
 
 
 
 

        5 



II Read the text and write T (if it is true), F (if it is false) or NG (if there is no information on   
    this in the text) next to the statements below. (0) is an example. 
 
  
The role of the Task Force was to collect arms and ammunition voluntarily turned over by ethnic 

insurgents, and to help to build confidence in the peace process.  

Collection sites were established within the insurgents’ operational areas. Weapons handed in were 

destroyed at special sites. Ammunition was normally destroyed at a site agreed to with national 

authorities that took into account the potential impact on the environment. Ammunition unsafe to 

move was destroyed at the collection point.  

The operation was of limited duration and was conducted in three phases: 

Phase one: Preparation and deployment; 

Phase two: Collection and disposal or destruction of weapons - this phase was not to last longer than 

30 days; 

Phase three: Redeployment and relocation of all personnel to prevent hostilities breaking out again.  

 
 
 
(0)  TF is to conduct a humanitarian aid operation in the region.          __F___ 
 
(6)  TF relied on the insurgents to give up their weapons freely.            ______ 
 
(7)  They had to make an inventory of the collected weapons.           ______ 
 
(8)  All weapons and ammunition were destroyed at the collection points.          ______ 
 
(9)  The limit of thirty days was set for the three-phase disarmament operation.              ______ 
 
(10) The personnel were to be moved to new posts after the weapons destruction.         ______ 
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Writing  (30 mins)                                                                       
 
There was an incident on base while you were on duty. Write a report to your superior.  
In 100-150 words, include: 
 

�¾ what exactly happened 
�¾ when it happened 
�¾ who was involved 
�¾ consequences (actions you took: solution, any punishments or recommendations…) 

 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 Speaking (10-15 mins) 
 
 
 
Part I (up to 3 mins)1: 
 
 
 
What is your name? 
How old are you? 
Where do you come from (Can you tell us something about your hometown?)? 
Where do you work? 
Can you tell us something about your job (What are your duties? Describe your 
everyday routine…)? 
What do you usually do in your free time (Do you have enough free time? Do you  
have a hobby? Who do you usually spend your leisure time with?)? 
 
 
 
 
 
Part II (up to 10 mins)2: 
 
 
 
THE MEDIA 
1 �Labloids sell many more copies than serious newspapers.  Why do you think this is so? Do you  
   read them? Why?  
 
2 How much freedom should the press be allowed by law? 
 
3 Do you think media can be harmful? Why? 
  
4 Do you think that TV programme content should be censored? Do you think there should be  
   restrictions on what can be screened on TV before 10 p.m.? 
  
5 Should governments act to control the Internet or should it be uncensored? Do you use  
   the Internet? What do you use it for? 
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Listening Key: 
 
I  
      1) NG 
      2) T (We carry weapons at all times... Even when we do PT.) 
      3) F (We have rules of engagement training every Thursday morning…). 
      4) T (Three times a week we have work parties… all personnel … have to attend) 
      5) F (You can get a soft drink, but alcohol is prohibited at all times.) 
 
 
II   
     6) a   (...so what was was the most dangerous order that you ever had to follow?) 
     7) b   (...drove straight into a minefield. And the vehicle exploded) 
     8) a   (...checkpoint reported that a group of people on horseback had tried to bypass the  
               checkpoint and enter...) 
     9) c    (...I could expect attacks on any checkpoint which is why I couldn’t leave my command 
                post...) 
    10) b   (The new people who came didn’t know anything... I felt... I should stay... and help them... to  
                 learn things) 
 
Reading Key: 
 
I  
      1) b   (...all necessary action should be taken by the CO for the unit to be ready for self-defence at  
                 all times..).  
      2) a   (...will only open fire if they are fired upon) 
      3) c   (Only the minimum force required to carry out the mission will be used...)  
      4) a   (All people should be treated with respect) 
      5) b   (Civilians can only be detained... if they are firing at you...) 
 
 
II 

1) T   (...voluntarily turned over by ethnic insurgents...) 
2) NG 
8)   F  (...destroyed at a site agreed to... Ammunition unsafe to move was destroyed at the  
           collection point.)  
9)   F   (Phase two...was not to last longer than 30 days...)  

     10)  T   (Redeployment and relocation of all personnel...) 
 
 


